September 2, 1776

 Dear Michael, 

I miss you and the rest of the family very much. Please tell everyone that I said hello. I’m scared for your brother, he has become ill, but they say that he will be fine. I have been taking care of the house while many friends are going into this terrible weather to fight for our independence. I hope you’re not mad that your brother and I are Patriots. We are tired of paying unfair taxes. I have made many good friends here. Even Paul Revere who is one of the most famous Patriot yet. Even though I have many new good friends, I also despise others. Flora MacDonald is one of the people that I don’t like because she is a Loyalist. 
Our leader George Washington is trying his hardest to prepare us for our freedom. He is a hero to all of us because he wants to start something new. He has chosen Thomas Jefferson to write the Declaration of Independence. It seems to be coming along very slowly, but soon we will be free of  British control. Thomas Jefferson is a very bright man but Paul Revere is our most famous Patriot yet. He came riding into the town yelling “The Redcoats are coming!” he is a very brave man. He is also one of my closest friends here. 
The Loyalist and us are still fighting. Their General Cornwallis is still plotting against our troops. Flora MacDonald is a traitor. She is a traitor because she is staying here with us in the new country but is a Loyalist. Most of the Highland Scotts are Loyalist but are staying here in the new country with us. They claim our great leader George Washington is a traitor. George Washington is a traitor to them because he is trying to start a new and independent country. I feel that soon more Loyalist will see that what we want is right and they will join us. I’m tired of paying stupid and unfair taxes! I’m having to pay more than most. I have been trying to take care of your brother and me but it has been very hard.

They are still trying to force the Stamp Act on us. Now we have to pay taxes on stamps to. I know you already know all of this since you are working with General Cornwallis, but you have to understand how hard and unfair it is for us. It is costing me more money just to send this letter to you. This is one of the many causes for the Revolutionary War. People are upset because we have no freedom. We have to pay for all of the wars! They say this Stamp Act is to pay for the French and Indian war. I can’t wait until I see you again. Maybe after all of this fighting we can see each other again. Soon we will win and be free, hopefully. Tell everyone that I love them. I have to go now because many people are leaving now. I have to go and help them get ready. Please take my horses, Scarlett and Rebel, for a long ride out by the pond. It was a very pretty sight out there. Give them an apple to. I will take care of me and your brother.

                                                                                     Love, Haley Joyner

